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August 2026

Urban Updates at Ginot Ha'ir

Dear residents of Ginot Ha'ir, welcome to the new urban
updates newsletter of Ginot Ha'ir. Although in most of
the neighborhoods of Ginot Ha'ir there is no massive
urban renewal like in other neighborhoods of Jerusalem
and there are master plans that determine a policy of
conservation and relatively low construction, however, in
Ginot Ha'ir we are dealing with numerous plans in a
variety of scales, from infrastructure to urban renewal
and towers. You are invited to learn more about them. In
the new urban updates of August 2026, we present
briefly a variety of plans in the Ginot Ha'ir
neighborhoods with links to more information. You can
also get updates in the Ginot Ha'ir groups on WhatsApp,
in the Urban Bulletin Board of Ginot Ha'ir (link) and
browse the urban website at Ginot Ha'ir (link) where you
can find plan updates, summaries and zoom recordings
of public meetings and more. For more information you
can contact the urban team of Ginot Ha'ir at
urban@ginothair.org.il
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Urban Headlines

Light Rail Works at Emek Refaim
Upgrade of streets in Ginot Ha'ir
Bicycle Infrastructure at Ginot Ha'ir
Tchernehovsky 32

Ma'ale Ze'ev Passage

Park San Simon Under Renovation
Community Branch at YMCA - Keter David
Hotel President - objections
Hezkiahu Hameleh 39-45 - objections
Mashtela Oranim

Bustenai 32-34

Hisda Compound - appeal

Hospital Misgav Ladah Compound
Nayot Junction

Paris Square
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nght Rail Works in the area of Emek Refaim are progressing rapidly.
Recently, in light of archeological discoveries during the excavations and the need to better connect infrastructure
along the axis of Emek Refaim, adjustments were made to the work arrangements, hermetically closing the street in
sections and clearing an area at Gan Ha'Pamon intersection to process the archaeological finds. Ginot Ha'ir
accompanies the work progress and makes great efforts to ensure that the neighborhood continues to have an
accessible and safe space and a proper public transport service. For example, although the majority of the bus lines
have been diverted, service continues through Eged line 8 and a new shuttle line. The administration is planning a
residents' gathering in the coming month to present the status of the works and to explain the archeological finds
that were discovered on the site. Updates in the link.


https://www.ginothair.org.il/%D7%A2%D7%93%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%99-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%A2-%D7%A7%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%A7-%D7%9C-%D7%91%D7%A2%D7%9E%D7%A7-%D7%A8%D7%A4%D7%90%D7%99%D7%9D
https://www.ginothair.org.il/%D7%A2%D7%93%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%99-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%A2-%D7%A7%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%A7-%D7%9C-%D7%91%D7%A2%D7%9E%D7%A7-%D7%A8%D7%A4%D7%90%D7%99%D7%9D
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Upgrade of streets in Ginot Ha'ir in the last months, Ginot Ha'ir is accompanying the
upgrade of streets in Ginot Ha'ir neighborhoods by the Municipality. Through residents' gatherings the upgrade plans
and timetables are presented to the public and comments and improvements are received from the residents. In
addition, Ginot Ha'ir publicizes to the residents announcements regarding the start of the works and/or a change in a
section of the works, so that residents are informed about parking, obstructions, etc. In recent months, upgrades
have been promoted/carried out in the Ginot Ha'ir neighborhoods, on the streets of Matudela, Radak and Assaf
Square, Gretz, Gedaliahu Alon, and soon works will also begin on Molho Square and Kovshei Katamon street and
other locations. More updates will follow.
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Blcyle Infrastructure some say that there are hills in Jerusalem, but in Copenhagen it rains all
year round. Just as new roads are filled with new vehicles, bike paths will also be filled with time with new cyclists, as
streets become more congested and bike riding becomes safer. The Municipality and the Ministry of Transportation
are investing millions to improve the infrastructure for alternative travel by bicycle with new paths, expanding the
network of bicycle paths and tactical paths in narrow streets. The Municipality also invests in infrastructure for riders,
for example to lock their bicycles. Ginot Ha'ir is constantly identifying needs in the area, like, recently, a lack of
facilities to lock bicycles near schools in the educational district (Hazfira street and K'T November street). Last
month, new locations were installed at school entrances to serve students who choose to ride to school. At the same
time, Ginot Ha'ir is dealing with attempts to harm the bicycle infrastructure in the city by private businesses, such as
near the Jerusalem Ppool where a private cafe demanded that the Municipality removes bicycle facilities. The issue
has been settled temporarily but is still under development, because the demand is increasing and the lack of
facilities ultimately harms the level of service to citizens. More updates will follow.
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Tchernehovsky 32 July, a private construction project on 32 Tchernehovsky street
blocked the sidewalk by fencing off the work site by exceeding the plot limits, without coordination with Ginot Ha'ir.
After Ginot Ha'ir was informed and became involvement, it was agreed with the contractor and the Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure (Tushi'a) that the sidewalk would be returned to the public immediately upon
completion of the excavations and construction of the underground floors. It is estimated to about eight months.
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Ma'ale Ze'ev Passage In July, construction work began on the new school in the HaMashtela
compound on Ma'ale Ze'ev passage - Ben Zakai street. As part of the works, a new street will be built to access the
school in addition to the pedestrian passage. For this reason, the passage from Ben Zakai street in the direction of
San Simon Park is temporarily closed, requiring a detour through Halafta street. With the completion of the sidewalk
of the new road, the passage will be opened again to the public. As presented to the public at a residents' meeting on
August 18, the duration of the works is about six months. To review the plans in the link.
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Park San Simon Under Renovation ror several months, work has begun to upgrade the
San Simon Park. As part of the works, the area was fenced off and access to the garden area was blocked. However,
in coordination between Ginot Ha'ir and the project manager, passages through the garden will remain open most of
the time in order to allow for residents to cross through the area. During the works, archaeological findings were


https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=1505
https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=1505
https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=2033

found in the upper part of the park. In accordance with the instructions of the Antiquities Authority, rescue
excavations will be carried out for the purpose of examining the findings and documenting them. With the completion
of the Antiquities Authority's work and the receipt of the necessary approvals, the renovation work will continue. The
duration of the works is about a year. To review the plans in the link.
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Community Branch at YMCA The plan applies to the YMCA complex, and is based on the
approved plans for the compound. The purpose of the plan is to transfer 100 square meters of public space from the
planned hotel building on Avraham Lincoln street in the approved plan 101-0779546, to another building in the YMCA
compound, on George Washington street. More details in the link.
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Hotel President The plans for the new

President's Hotel compound were submitted for public
objections. The deadline for submitting an objection is
October 6, 2026. The plan includes the preservation of
the historic hotel building (with the addition of 2 floors),
and the addition of new construction of residences and
hotels with a height of 10 to 14 floors, contrary to the
Keren Hayesod street policy which limits the height to
only 10 floors. Traffic and parking arrangements are
contrary to Ginot Ha'ir's request for entry and exit from
Sokolov without having to bypass the garden. They
propose an entrance from Keren Hayesod-Sokolov and
an exit from Ehad Ha'am-Keren Hayesod. Traffic from
the complex will not pass through the garden, but other
traffic - cars and trucks - will make a half circle of the
garden before reaching Ahad Ha'am or Jabotinsky.
Ginot Ha'ir has been following the program for the past
eight years. Residents who are affected by the new
plans are invited to view the plans and file an objection.
Details in the link.
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Hezkiahu Hameleh 39-45 An urban renewal plan for the demolition and construction of a
residential complex with 5 new residential buildings of 10-11 floors has been submitted to public objections until
October 3, 2026. Ginot Ha'ir has followed the previous discussions on the plan in the committees, which, among
other things, changed the construction footprint so that the plan keeps a large number of trees on the border of the
plot, which otherwise would be cut. Residents who are affected by the new plan are invited to view the plan
documents and file an objection. Details in the link.
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Mashtela Oranim At the Oranim intersection in the Mashtela area — corner of Emek Refaim with
Park Hamesila, a plan is being promoted that significantly deviates from the master plan of Moshavot and the plan
for Densification along the Lightrail Lines that establishes a height limit at the Oranim intersection up to 10 stories.
The plan proposes a zero building line and a 24 story tower. The plan was approved for submission to public
objections on April 19, 2026 but has not yet been submitted to objections. Ginot Ha'ir will keep residents updated,
who also have to look for street notices. Details on the plan in the link.
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Bustenai 32-34 on Bustenai street in the compound of numbers 32-34, an urban renewal plan is
being promoted that includes demolition of all existing buildings and new construction of 4 buildings of up to 10
floors. It also includes the cancellation of the existing informal public pedestrian crossing through the compound,
connecting Yordei Hasira to Bustenai street. More updates will follow.


https://mavat.iplan.gov.il/SV4/1/1005284398/310
https://mavat.iplan.gov.il/SV4/1/1005284398/310
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Hisda Compound Following
the decision of the district committee on the Hisda - Ben
Zakai compound proposed plan in Drom Katamon, an
appeal was filed against the decision and on July 9 the
first hearing was held before the Appeals Sub-
Committee of the National Council on the plan. The plan
proposes the demolition of existing residential buildings
and the construction of a complex that includes two
residential towers of 43 and 38 floors. Ginot Ha'ir joined
the filing of an appeal by Deputy Mayor Yossi Havilio
and two members of the district committee, against the
decision on the plan with the aim, among other things,
of reducing the height and scope of the construction
based on an appraiser's report submitted with the
appeal against the appraiser's report of the developer's
appraiser. Another hearing was planned to take place on
September 3, but two weeks before it was postponed to
a date to be determined later. More details in the link
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Hospltal Mlsgav Ladah Compound Misgav Ladah Hospital and a private developer are
promoting a new construction plan in the hospital compound. According to the plan, the hospital will be demolished
and 5 residential buildings of 8 to 24 floors will be built in its place. The scope and height of the construction and the
decision to cancel the construction of an elementary school on the site, among other things, raise many questions
that Ginot Ha'ir plans to raise before the City Engineer. To review the plan in the link.
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Nayot Junction This month, a private developer presented to the City Engineer and the staff of the
Planning Department at the Municipality a proposal for construction, which includes the demolition of the
Superpharm building and the adjacent lot that is used for parking by the Botanical Garden. The plan proposes two
residential towers of 30 and 35 floors. The plan also proposes a connection and an active fagade towards the
adjacent garden. At the preliminary meeting, the Municipality rejected the plan and gave instructions to the planners
to adapt the plan to the conservation nature of the Nayot neighborhood that is not designated for densification and
urban renewal, and to reduce the height of the towers. More updates will follow.
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Paris Square Lately, a plan for a 30-story residential tower on Paris Square is being discussed, which
includes 5 floors for public benefit (according to the presenters of the plan). According to the developer, the project
planning team includes the UNS international architectural office from the Netherlands, which has designed many
unique projects, and the plan "is being promoted in close cooperation and with the blessing of the Jerusalem
Municipality." In a meeting initiated by the developer with his team, which included former City Architect Ofer Manor,
representatives of Ginot Ha'ir explained to the developer and his team that the neighborhood is not interested in a
tower in Rehavia to justify a public program that the public does not necessarily need, and a plan that does not
comply to the Rehavia Master Plan 9988, and that Ginot Ha'ir will object to the plan. At the same time, on the northern
side of the square on King George 60, another plan is being discussed in the committees above the Kings Hotel
(Hamelahim), which proposes 32 floors on the border of the Rehavia neighborhood. To view the plan in the link.


https://mavat.iplan.gov.il/SV4/1/1000923331/310
https://mavat.iplan.gov.il/SV4/1/1000923331/310

Urban Updates in Ginot Ha'ir (14, 08/2026)
Editor: Arch. Elias Messinas, Urban Planner, Ginot Ha'ir
Useful links

Urban Updates Bulletin Board:

https://padlet.com/urbaniginot/padlet-
z2ggkr2fhi4u38bv

Urban Page of Ginot Ha'ir:

https:/www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?
dir=site&page=content&cs=65
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