DIANIX DIDTY

2026 Y10

Urban Updates

March 2026

Emergency in Ginot Ha'ir

Residents of Ginot Ha'ir, the administration has an
emergency line that was opened immediately upon
learning of the start of Operation Lion Roar, in
which requests for assistance in improving the use
of the shelters were received. The administration
assists in mediation with the Emergency and
Security Department at the Municipality and
compiled a list and location map of shelters in the
neighborhoods of Ginot Ha'ir. You are invited to use
all materials when necessary.

Link to the Jerusalem Municipality brochure
explaining the emergency: English: LINK | French:
LINK

Shelters list and essential information during an
emergency: LINK

Shelters map in Ginot Ha'ir: LINK
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Light rail Works

The Emek Refaim North area is closed to traffic
for the light rail works. The closures are expected
to continue south in sections and temporary
blockages of additional areas. The works began
from section 2 (between Martin Luther King and
Sagan Cohen) which caused a change in the traffic
route, a change in bus stops and the accessibility
of the area to pedestrians and private vehicles. The
closure will be for a period of approximately two
months.

During the closure period, pedestrian routes will be
open. During the period of changes to the public
transportation routes, a new minibus line will
operate - in addition to Line 8, which will continue
to operate even after the closures — to provide a
service to residents. More details will be
announced later.

The closures of the street are expected to shorten
the work time and make it easier for the
neighborhood.

All details of the working hours and accessibility
were conveyed in public meetings, are published
on bulletin boards and LED screens in the area and
you can also view them in the Ginot Ha'ir website:
LINK
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The Rail Park and Safety Improvements

On 2/24/26, representatives of the Community
Administrations of Ginot Ha'ir and Baka met with
the Municipality staff (Roads, Infrastructure and
Accessibility) following a request from Deputy
Mayor Aryeh King in view of the placement of food
trucks along the Rail Park and winter closures of
the public crossings between the two
neighborhoods of Baka and Moshavot. The
purpose of the tour was to examine issues that
require attention to improve safety and
accessibility along the Rail Park. After the tour, a
summary was circulated with recommendations

for improvements.
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Good Neighbors: Cafe Feingold

For about six months, the Ginot Ha'ir Community
Administration has been dealing with a request
from one of the businesses in the neighborhood -
Cafe Feingold on 20 Hamesila Street — requesting
to vacate a bicycle parking facility that serves the
public, on the sidewalk next to the business. The
facility is located adjacent to the entrance to the
Jerusalem Pool, a public building that serves the
public.

After the administration refused to approve the
dismantling or moving of the facility, a new request
was received from an attorney representing the
business, which was also forwarded to all relevant
municipal departments for approval of the request.
Ginot Ha'ir was asked to approve an alternative
location across the street at the Railway Park.

It is important to note that the location of the
facility is located within the right-of-way and not in
private territory, and does not block the sidewalk or
public space. The facility was placed by the
Municipality near the entrance to the Jerusalem
Pool, a public building, in accordance with the
requirements of the planning and building laws for
bicycle facilities in public buildings, as part of the
regulations for encouraging sustainable
transportation. In contrast, the alternative location
across the street is far from the entrance to the
Jerusalem Pool and is not accessible to the public.
The area is fully in use, with two public benches
and another two bicycle facilities for visitors to the
Railway Park. The area is also a passage with a
ramp for accessibility and flight of stairs, therefore,
there is no room for another bicycle facility.
Especially when the business deploys tables that
block the space and the passages even more.
Ginot Ha'ir noted another point in the application:
requests from private parties that are contrary to
the public interest may create unwanted
precedents and therefore the position of Ginot
Ha'ir is that the request should be refused.
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Good Neighbors: Tower in Rehavia

In recent days, the Ginot Ha'ir Administration
published details of a new plan in Rehavia: plan
101-0617134, which proposes the
demolition of a building for conservation on 2
Ramban Street (60 King George Street, adjacent
to the Kings Hotel) and the construction of a 30-
story tower. Rehavia is a neighborhood protected
by a clear policy (Plan 9988) of conservation and
light development. However, there are developers

number

who are trying to break the policy and set new rules
for the neighborhood and damage the character,
quality and real estate values in the neighborhood.
The plan is also likely to greatly damage the sun
exposure of nearby homes — and cause additional
expenses for electricity use for lighting and water
heating.

The plan was discussed by the Preservation
Committee, which recommended rejecting the
plan because it does not comply with the
neighborhood policy. In addition, approving such
extreme plans could create a precedent for
breaking the neighborhood policy. We will continue
to update in preparation for discussions on the
plan in the local and district committees. Ginot
Ha'ir will bring the plan up for discussion at the
Urban Forum and present the plan and its
implications for the neighborhood. More details
will be published shortly.

Link to project plans: LINK
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Urban Activity at Ginot Ha'ir

Recently, the Urban Forum at Ginot Ha'ir has been
very active with urban issues in the neighborhoods
of Ginot Ha'ir. The Urban Forum at Ginot Ha'ir
discusses plans by developers, aiming to raise the
public interest. Recently, the forum discussed the
plan at 29 Gaza Street, corner of Ari, 42-44 Rachel
Imenu Street, 32-34 Bustanai Street, and others.
You can view the Urban Forum summaries on the

Ginot Ha'ir website LINK.

Ginot Ha'ir also appeared in planning committees -
local and district - in discussions on plans in the
Ginot Ha'ir area, for example, at 31 Palmach Street,
at 28 K"T November Street, and in a discussion
about a hotel proposed near Givat Ha'Tanach and
the Scottish Church.

Ginot Ha'ir also represented the public in
submitting objections to a number of plans that
were submitted recently. Among them a plan at 59
Emek Refaim Street and 11 Gedalyahu Alon Street.
Plans submitted for public objection are posted on

the Ginot Ha'ir Urban Bulletin Board LINK
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Urban Infrastructure in City Gardens

The past few months have been busy with work to
improve infrastructure, quality of life, and public
space at Ginot Ha'ir. Following requests from
residents, we identified and mapped possible
locations for placing fitness facilities in Rehavia
and forwarded them to the municipality for
consideration. We are working to add street
benches and bicycle docking facilities in public
spaces. We are responding to the need to mark
"kiss and ride" parking spaces near parks and
schools. We are promoting a comprehensive
accessibility survey aimed at mapping barriers and
needs in public spaces, as well as a residents'
initiative to "foresting Rehavia" with the support of
municipal partners. Regarding parking, we are
promoting an initiative for zoned parking in popular
areas and a designated parking pilot in Rehavia
designed to alleviate the parking shortage. The
administration is monitoring the completion of the
work on Tchernichovsky Street and closely
monitoring the work along the Blue light rail line at
Emek Refaim and Keren Hayesod.

Want to take part in the field of wurban
infrastructure, and for example, help us map
empty tree holes in Rehavia? You are welcome to
contact Moriah, the infrastructure coordinator, on

WhatsApp: 050-5671127 or by email.

Urban Updates in Ginot Ha'ir (13, 2026)

Editor: Arch. Elias Messinas, Urban Planner, Ginot
Ha'ir

Useful links

Urban Updates Bulletin Board:

https://padlet.com/urbaniginot/padlet-
z2ggkr2fhi4u38bv

Urban Page of Ginot Ha'ir:

https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?
dir=site&page=content&cs=65
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