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Neighborhoods Conference at Ginot Ha'ir 2/12/25

On Tuesday, December 2, 2019, we held the annual neighborhood conference of Ginot Ha'ir at Beit Yehudit
with 150 participating residents. The conference included a roundtable on urban issues, attended by about
20 active residents, both veterans and new, who raised many urban issues, as detailed below. We thank all
the residents and volunteers who came to the conference and to those who were unable to attend, we look
forward to seeing you at the urban committees and/or at the neighborhood conference next year!

The roundtable was moderated by Arch. Elias Messinas, Urban Planner at Ginot Ha'ir, along with Moriah
Schwarzfuchs, the incoming Infrastructure and Public Participation Coordinator.



Light rail Works

Light rail works have begun in the Emek Refaim
and Keren Hayesod areas. The residents are very
concerned about the changes, nevertheless are
trying to adapt to the new reality. The Ginot Ha'ir
Community Administration is making every effort
to minimize damage to the neighborhood's
landscape, for example, by managing to preserve
over 100 trees slated to be cut down, worked in
collaboration with planners and succeeded in
promoting the operation of a minibus line serving
the Ginot Ha'ir neighborhoods affected by the light
rail works and improving public transportation and
connectivity to the city despite main axes being

blocked, like Emek Refaim.

The administration will continue to monitor and
intervene to improve the work and the expected
changes in traffic and parking arrangements in the

area in the coming months, and inform the public.

More details on the Ginot Ha'ir website: LINK
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https://www.ginothair.org.il/%D7%A2%D7%93%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%99-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%A2-%D7%A7%D7%95-%D7%94%D7%A8%D7%A7-%D7%9C-%D7%91%D7%A2%D7%9E%D7%A7-%D7%A8%D7%A4%D7%90%D7%99%D7%9D
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Parking in the public realm

One of the main topics at the urban table was the
issue of parking in Ginot Ha'ir streets. Due to the
works in Emek Refaim, the closure of roads and
the elimination of parking spaces, combined with
street upgrades such as Elazar Al-Modayi, the
bike
Tchernichovsky street, and private urban renewal

construction of routes such as on

projects, the number of parking spaces in
neighborhoods is being reduced and it is becoming
more difficult for residents to find a parking space
close to home. The Ginot Ha'ir Community
Administration receives many inquiries on the
subject and understands the residents' distress. In
the coming weeks, the administration plans to hold
a residents' conference on the topic of managing
to find

comprehensive solutions to alleviate the distress.

parking in public spaces in order
Solutions implemented in other neighborhoods, for
example parts of Rehavia and Talbiya, include
regional permits, red and white curbs for the
benefit of residents, blue and white curbs for better
management of on-street parking, and 20-minute
parking spaces with cameras near business areas.
At the same time, the administration encourages
residents to examine alternative solutions, such as
parking lots, public transportation, cycling, and
walking along roads that have been upgraded with
wider sidewalks, lighting, and trees for shade.

For more details on urban issues on the Ginot Ha'ir
website: LINK
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Businesses in the streets and parks

Residents raised the issue of the interface between
businesses in neighborhoods and the public space.
On the one hand, active building fronts bring life to
the neighborhood and the street, on the other hand,
sometimes businesses spread out chairs and
tables in the public space and block walkways,
sidewalks, and make it difficult for pedestrians to
move around the neighborhood. In recent years, we
have also encountered more and more businesses
in public parks. The Ginot Ha'ir Community
Administration has held several meetings on the
subject and even held a community vote to
approve (or not) a cafe in the Rose Garden (Gan
Hashoshanim) in Talbieh. The selection of the
business is still in the process and the right
business has not yet been selected. The Ginot Ha'ir
Community Administration, in collaboration with
the Business Promotion Division of the
Municipality of Jerusalem, is accompanying the
changes in the public realm to ensure a balance
between active building fronts and an inviting and

accessible street safe for pedestrians.

For more details on urban issues on the Ginot Ha'ir
website: LINK
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106 Municipal Hotline

The Ginot Ha'ir Community Administration receives
many calls from residents about hazards in the
public space. In most cases, the administration
directs residents to report directly to the 106
municipal hotline so that the call will be forwarded
directly for processing to the proper administration
and then, they will receive a notification update
about the handling of the call. The administration
also encourages residents to use the webiste of
Ginot Ha'ir, which includes plans and information
on projects in the urban area, street upgrades and
monitoring of infrastructure works such as the light

rail.

For more details on urban issues on the Ginot Ha'ir

website: LINK

Updates editor: Arch. Elias Messinas,
Urban Planner, Ginot Ha'ir

Useful links
Urban Updates Bulletin Board:

https://padlet.com/urbaniginot/padlet-
z2ggkr2fhi4u38bv

Urban Page of Ginot Ha'ir:

https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?
dir=site&page=content&cs=65
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