
English Urban Forum

Summary Urban Forum 19/3/2023

The meeting took place online (via ZOOM) and was attended by forty four (44) participants - thank you
all for joining! The meeting was introduced by Elias - the urban planner of Ginot Hair, and Edna - the
klita coordinator of Ginot Hair.

Topics:
● Light Rail updates on Emek Refaim, German Colony
● President Hotel urban renewal project update
● Bicycle Route in Elazar Hamodai in Katamon
● Bicycle Routes in Rehavia
● Drom Katamon new regulations in construction
● Questions by the participants were answered by Elias

● Useful Q&A
● Useful Information and links
● Contact

We thank all the urban forum participants for your time to join the forum, and for your positive feedback
during the meeting and after! We are glad that the forum meetings and summaries contribute to your
better understanding of what is happening in the Ginot Hair neighborhoods and in the city in general,
and for being informed in projects or public works that are in the planning and implementation in your
neighborhood. It is important to be informed of what is going on in the neighborhood and to also
inform other neighbors on important plans or road changes planned!

Brief summary of the urban forum discussion:

● Light Rail updates on Emek Refaim, German Colony

As most residents already know, a new Light Rail line - called Thelet (light blue) - was approved on
Emek Refaim in the German Colony circa 2017. Since July 2022, the planners of the Light Rail have
entered the phase of detailed plans towards implementation. This more detailed view of the situation
has revealed a number of challenges which need to be addressed. From preserving the old trees of the
street, to traffic and transportation arrangements during works and after, and the issue of appropriations
that need to take place in order to increase the width of the street for the needed infrastructure of the
light rail, stops and the road.
The updates were presented by Hava Teperberg who is the active resident coordinating the team of
residents that escort the planning process and give feedback to the planning, in addition, of course, to
the larger meetings that take place either in person or in zoom, with residents and businesses on the
subject.
Ginot Hair has opened a website where all the updates and materials are posted - you are welcome to
visit and be updated - and is also planning to set up an exhibition of the plans for residents to view at
their convenience. More details will be posted shortly.
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The link to the site of the light rail updates:
https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=1390

● President Hotel urban renewal project update

Before presenting the plans for the hotel, Elias updated the forum on the light rail plans for Keren
Hayesod, and the residents’ small ‘victory’ in changing the placement of the path of the rails, from the
side of the street to the center of the street. Despite the fact that the plan was approved circa 2017, as
the planning team entered the detailed planning stage, Ginot Hair with active residents of Talbyie,
pressured the team to reconsider the placement of the path for several reasons: it blocked
neighborhood streets and turned them into dead-end two way streets (requiring the cancelation of ALL
parking along these streets), it blocked the entry and exit of service vehicles for the future President
hotel, and would probably affect the houses along Keren Hayesod due to their proximity to the electric
infrastructure of the light rail. Thanks to the efforts of the neighborhood - including residents,
developers and institutions, the current planning was revised and is now based on the new rail location
in the center of Kereh Hayesod.
The President Hotel which has been closed for over one or two decades, has been the focus of an
urban development plan of housing units, hotel, commerce, parking and community facilities, which has
been developing at least since 2017. The previous owner of the site Africa Israel sold the property to a
new developer Nahum Goldberger, who is now developing the site. The forum was also informed that
the City is moving forward with a pilot project with the President Hotel and Ginot Hair that aims to
develop a new planning process, where the Community Councils and residents’ input is heard from the
early stages of the planning - and not only during objections as required by the law, when the project is
already developed and hard to make considerable changes.
The forum was informed about the pilot process, which started with a list of principles that Ginot Hair
presented to the City and the developer and about the first meeting that took place on March 13 with
the architects of the redevelopment of President Hotel - international firm MVRDV and Israeli firm MIA
Architects, who presented to the public the design concept and variations. The proposal included a 26
storey development in a stacked geometry of rectangle volumes combined with sky-courts, very much
reminiscent of the Moshe Safdie Habitat in Montreal of 1967, only in a vertical arrangement. Despite
the design merits of the project, it was clear to the residents and Ginot Hair that the project is out of
scale, in excess from the 10-storey limit that the street allows - based on the recent development
along the light rail guidelines approved in 2019 - and would likely affect the entire neighborhood
both in terms of scale, precedent for future excessive building rights, and in terms of micro climate,
creating deep shadows and possibly strong winds. A summary of the meeting was presented to the
City and the developer. Meetings with the City are planned later this month to discuss the proposed
design and to give further feedback to the planners.
The link to the Ginot Hair site with updates on the project:
https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=2205
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● Bicycle Route in Elazar Hamodai in Katamon

The forum was informed about the planned upgrade of Elazar Hamodai street, complete with a new
bicycle route, new pavement, infrastructure upgrade, a new pedestrian crossing in Amazia street, and a
new parking arrangement on Resh Lakish street. The upgrade will also add new trees and improve the
existing landscaping along the road. In terms of parking, the existing number of parking spaces will not
change, with a concentration of vertical parking along the elevation of the ‘Hagvanya’ or Beit Elisheva
park. The kiosk will remain. The works will start later this month and are expected to start on the side of
Amazia street. Once this side is completed, the work will continue on the opposite side of Beit Elisheva.
Ginot Hair which is following the progress of the project closely, will keep updating.

The link to the Ginot Hair site with updates on the project:
https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=1851

● Bicycle Routes in Rehavia

Within the overall vision of providing alternatives to private cars, the city is laying out networks of light
rail and bicycle routes. Regarding the neighborhood of Rehavia, there is a bicycle route network
already on the edges of the neighborhood (Emek Hamatzleva, Charles Chlore park, soon-to-be
Tchernichovsky street). The idea is now that this network also enters the neighborhoods in order to
create safe bicycle riding for adults and children. Given the limited width of historic streets the solution
is to integrate the bicycle ride with the flow of the cars, by limiting the speed in these streets at 30 Klm
per hour. In cases where the bicycle flow needs to go in the opposite direction, the solution is to create
a single bicycle lane in the opposite direction (contra flow). This may result in the canceling of parking
spaces, so the residents have objected to this solution in certain streets, like Alfasi/Saadia Gaon.

In order that the neighborhood network of bicycle integrated routes (‘shvil takti’ in Hebrew) works, and
in order to avoid canceling parking spaces and avoiding changing the direction of one-way streets, the
Minhal has proposed turning Ben Maimon - the western part of it after Molho Sq. - into a
combined/mixed street (or ‘rehov Holandi’ in Hebrew) where cars, pedestrians and bicycles all merge in
the same space. The solution is under consideration by the police. It was widely accepted by residents,
bike riders and Ginot Hair. Once the solution is deemed acceptable by the police, the specific solution
and the entire plan will all be presented to the residents for their feedback. We will continue to update
on this subject.

More information and plans can be viewed at:
https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=2114
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● Drom Katamon new regulations in construction

The area of Drom Katamon - from Hizkyahu Hameleh and Dostai, to Elazar Hamodai and Ben Zakai -
is an area that has been included in the Master Plan of Moshavot and identified as an area for urban
renewal. Since the Master Plan was approved in 2015, many projects have tried to go forward, but
have managed to persuade the City and the Regional Committee that based on the approved
regulations and limitations to height and number of floors, they are not economical and therefore, there
are not enough incentives for them to go forward.
In order to encourage urban renewal in the area, the City Engineer requested to review again the
capacity of the area and how more incentives can be given to developers and residents to undertake
urban renewal, yet, by making sure the area can provide for public spaces, green spaces and traffic
conditions. The plan which was prepared by external architects, was reviewed and approved by the
Local Committee on March 15 (meeting 2023/6) following a previous approval on 30/2/22 as follows:
The Committee recommends to the Regional Committee to approve of the plan with the following
conditions:

- Describe 3 zoning areas of development:
- Housing area 3 - based on IS 21 (one apprehenders’ calculations) and by the limits set.
- At least 15% of all new apartments built to remain for rental for ever.

The Regional Committee on 6/3/23 approved of the revision of the existing Master Plan with the
following conditions:

- Housing area 2, which are the historic compounds of the neighborhood, will remain as set by
the Master Plan of Moshavot.

- Housing area 3, will encourage densification and will allow for 10-12 stories and up to 475% at
50% coverage of the sites.

- In the same zone, the Committee also aims to give more freedom to the planners of each
compound, to consider the quality of public space, junctions, etc. and therefore allows for
certain flexibility in planning compounds of buildings up to 6 stories combined with towers of up
to 18 stories.

- Housing area 5, each compound to include at least 4 buildings, to allow for 18 story-building
next to 6-story buildings.

All new plans will have to provide for ‘brown’ spaces for public uses - including the need for two
schools, and ‘green’ spaces for pocket gardens and some will include active commercial elevations
with shops on street level.
In some streets that are narrower than 16 meters (two way) and 13 meters (one way) appropriations
will be enforced, in order to widen the streets and allow for wider sidewalks.
The new revision of the Master Plan, aims for approx. 1300 new housing units. The plan sets the 1000
units as the point of re-evaluation of the progress of implementation of the plan and making revisions if
needed.
The new plan will be submitted for review and objections for 30 days. Ginot Hair will update on
progress.

More information and plans can be viewed at:
https://www.ginothair.org.il/index.php?dir=site&page=articles&op=item&cs=2079
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Useful Q&A
Here are some useful replies to your questions:

● How can I report a problem I see in the street?
Call 106 (municipal hotline) and/or download the app ‘106’ of Jerusalem Municipality.

● For traffic violations, call the police 100.
● How can I join the Urban Forum Moshavot? Is it in Hebrew?

The forum is in Hebrew and meets every second Monday at 20:30. For more details and to join,
contact Elias by email (contact details below).

Useful Information and links
The ‘Urban’ page of the Ginot Hayir website is growing and contains helpful information for
learning about new planning, new street renovations, and about using the city GIS system (both
the maps and three-dimensional model of the city).

● Link to ‘Urban’ page: LINK
● Get all urban updates at the Urban Bulletin Board of Ginot Hayir: LINK
● Link to page with useful links: LINK
● Link to ‘Maps’ with public uses in the Ginot Hayir areas (occasionally updated): LINK
● Whatsapp group for urban forum for English speakers To join the new group, click on this

link: https://chat.whatsapp.com/IU2JgUJ9mIO7zJ0tPzMfGh

Contact for Urban Forum:
Elias Messinas, Urban Planner at Community Council Ginot Hair elias@ginothair.org.il

Next Hebrew Forum meeting: The next meeting will take place on zoom on Monday 3 April at 20:30
and every fortnight on Mondays at 20:30. Please mark your calendars and join.

Zoom link to the next meeting:Will be communicated by email and at the Whatsapp group.
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